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INSPIRED IDEAS: Timothy Everest’s mood board for the new Brooks Criterion Jacket incorporates classic style elements from the 1800s to the present-day

Brooks” new label is
here to bring you the
best in cycling apparel

industrial England, Brooks produced

e have great pleasure in
announcing that John
Boultbee is a new label
from Brooks England Ltd,
esteemed makers of the

legendary leather saddles.

in the footsteps of our founder, John
Boultbee Brooks, and his son and

worthy successor, Boultbee Brooks.

family. In Birmingham, the heart of

not only leather saddles, but also an
array of cycling and motorcycling
accessories and components, as well as
car trunks, travel bags and more.
Perhaps less widely known, is that
in the 1930s, when cycling was a major We ather-
John Boultbee marks a new course means of transport, and demand was
high for all-weather cycling garments,
J-B. Brooks & Co. also offered cycling ’ ,

shoes and oilskin clothing.

Beginning as a small workshop in ‘ ‘

1866, Brooks grew to become a major
manufacturer by the first half of the
20th century, guided by the Brooks

A great deal of
enjoyment of cycling
depends upon the
assurance that one
is equipped for any

The Brooks Book, Year 1934

These included ponchos, sou’westers,
galoshes, leggings and handlebar muffs.
These items were manufactured from
the finest woven Egyptian cotton, with
invulnerable seams stitched to withstand
the worst that English weather had to offer.
Since this time, the clothing and
textile industries have changed much in
their approach to technical outerwear.
The overwhelming trend has been to
move away from traditional designs
and fabrics. Nowadays, the honest
virtues of natural materials and classic
garments are too often neglected in
favour of the dubious benefits of newer

textiles and utilitarian designs.

We believe in integrating the best
of tradition with the best of innovation.
Today’s resurgence of cycling as a means
of mass transport opens new challenges
for the purveyors of garments to a growing
breed of discerning cyclist.

JOHN BOULTBEE products will serve
those who demand both function and
style from their technical outerwear.

THE BROOKS TEAM

OUR LATEST GREATION

Function and style
meet in John Boultbee’s
new cycling jacket

earing the name John Boultbee, and the
fact that behind this name stands the
Brooks heritage, the Criterion Jacket is
truly the finest garment of its kind ever
created for cycling.

Durable, eye-catching and tasteful,
this jacket was conceived for use by the
Contemporary Cyclist, but without need
for the tandem accessory of bicycle to make
aesthetic sense. Its utility will escape the
attention of the uninitiated.

Made exclusively from traditional materials
and techniques, this jacket will convince the
wearer of the relevance of natural materials
and the ingenuity of our predecessors. This
jacket will challenge the convention that
showerproof apparel must essentially disregard
aesthetic considerations.

Though designed in the spirit of good
taste and with absolutely no compromise
regarding its outward appearance, this
garment discreetly contains all of the features
demanded by Contemporary Cyclists. Such
features as hidden reflective seams, a fold-out
seat panel, concealed key pocket, stormproof
flap pockets, two-way zippers and a raft of
other useful and thoughtful considerations are
accomplished while making them as visually

unobtrusive as possible when not in use.

In terms of functionality we have left
nothing to chance.

The outer surface of the John Boultbee
Criterion Mk. I is Ventile, a waterproof and
windproof woven cotton textile designed in
England during the Second World War for
use in pilot’s immersion suits. Ventile is also
popular among birdwatchers and naturalists
because it is almost noiseless when in use.
Cyclists entering classrooms, theatres,
or meetings behind schedule will surely
appreciate this thoughtful feature, which takes
into account some of the “other” technical
difficulties Contemporary Cyclists face on a
daily basis.

Bursting with thoughtful surprises, this
jacket reflects our experience as cyclists.
We have covered the shoulder seams with
a reinforcement to ward off unsightly
abrasion resulting from the use of satchels.
The fitted woollen cuff gasket is host to a
thumbhole, which the wearer might use in
particularly nasty weather. Perhaps one of
the more interesting details would be the
internal shoulder straps, that allow the jacket
to be removed and flung over the shoulders
and carried like a rucksack. This feature is
particularly useful when the temperature
changes or to carry the jacket pre-emptively in
case of bad weather.

Please consult besides for the full list of
technical specifications and Enjoy the Ride.

BREGAN FAIKA

INTERNAL DETAIL: The moisture-resistant and durable tweed lining
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... 10 THE GUTTING TABLE OF TIMOTHY EVEREST

Timothy brings
Savile Row elegance
to functional garments

etting about to create our

first outerwear in over half a

century, we began with a few

guiding principles. First, we

will try to create showerproof
garments using natural materials.
Second, the garments must function
flawlessly to meet the demands of our
Brooks Saddle customers, who count
among the most experienced of Cyclists
and therefore are most sensitive to the
technical details of their outerwear.
After all, any object associated with
the Brooks name must live up to our
reputation. Lastly, the garment must be
developed in England to the same high
standards of our world famous saddles,
a task not as easily accomplished as our
predecessors would have imagined.

These demanding, self-imposed
requirements prompted a lengthy
pursuit to bring together the manifold
elements required by such an ambitious
undertaking, and we were determined
that until these pieces were assembled,
work on the Jacket would not begin.
The breakthrough came when

we had the good fortune of making
acquaintance of Brooks user and like-
minded enthusiast, Timothy Everest,
whose passion for cycling and desire
for alternative cycling garments closely
mirrored our own. As fate would have

it, Timothy also happens to be one

of the finest tailors Savile Row has |

produced in the last century, and has
been appointed Member of the Order
of the British Empire by Her Royal
Highness, Queen Elizabeth II.

I'd like to be
remembered as
someone who made
people take British
clothing seriously.

Timothy Everest

Working together with Timothy
and his team in London, no details were
too small to be discussed, and much
heated debate over design elements
large and small took place on a daily
basis; from the construction of a
shoulder joint, down to the angle of a
pocket. This passion and attention to
detail is not without its just reward.

The first John Boultbee jacket
is more than outerwear. It is the
culmination of a year’s progress in the
realm of thinking concerning not only
what one wears on the bike, but how
we can create what we desire based
on an entirely unconventional set of
rules. Much like our Founder, John i :
Boultbee Brooks. PORTRAIT: Timothy Everest in his Spitalfields Atelier on Elder Street, East London

ANDREA MENEGHELLI

m Larger bottom bellow pocket with fold
under storm flaps and popper fastening

m Shaped sleeve for cyclists comfort with
underarm eyelet vents for breathability

m Concealed zip pocket in seam of cuff, with
elastic key loop and clip inside

® Adjustable sleeve cuffs with concealed pop-
studs and reflective strip, for warmth and

road safety
mFitted cuff gasket in a wool/technical fabric

Fabric & Materials

u Ventile: a waterproof, windproof, non-
artificial and tear-resistant cotton fabric

® Moisture-resistant and durable tweed lining

u Traditional Brooks copper fittings

Front Features

u Stand up collar with adjustable buckle
fastening for warmth and wind protection

u Shoulder reinforcements covering shoulder
seam for extra durability on pressure points
(bag strap)

u2.way zip allowing freedom of movement on
the bike, with large popper front closure for
quick and easy access as well as wind and
rain protection

m Vertical zip welt pocket concealed in left
front facing, for easy access when cycling

u Large bellow breast pockets with fold under
storm flaps and popper fastenings with
reinforced mitred corners for security and
strength

m Additional secondary flat pocket (on top of
left top pocket)

m D.ring on left top pocket for attachments and
easy access to keys etc.

with thumb hole for warmth

Back Features

m Shooting back for ease when cycling

= Tunnelled belt across back waist, securing
belt when riding, with copper buckle and
eyelets.

m Reflective strip in seam across back waist

® Dual-part lower back pockets with shaped
opening under single flap and concealed
pop-stud fastening for easy access to pockets
when cycling

m Fold-out extended back panel with Velcro
fastening and adjustable draw cord for wind

and rain protection on lower back

Internal Features

= Right pocket with storm flap and pop-stud
closure

m Left patch pocket with secondary device
pocket inside and channel for headphones

m Internal shoulder straps in Boultbee tape
allowing the jacket to be removed and flung
over the shoulders like a rucksack

u Second D-ring above left internal breast
pocket for personal attachments
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SOHO SHOULDER BAG: Stacey shows how stylish women can be more stylish with a stylish Brooks Bag
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ISLINGTON RUCKSACK: Loic demonstates that strapping the Islington is as easy as unfolding a Brompton BRIXTON SATCHEL: Ruth manages to get the Brixt
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STYLE ON THE MOVE

CYCLE BAGS: The new Brooks Hampstead Holdall (left), the Brooks Islington Rucksack (right), and the Barbican Leather Shoulder Bag (below)

yelists are spoiled for choice
when it comes to bags, yet
the draw to improve and
elaborate upon this vital
cycling accoutrement shows
no sign of diminishing. Entering the
fray among the wide selection of bags
we have been working on recently, we
present our newest models in these
pages; the Hampstead Holdall, the
Brixton Satchel, the Islington Rucksack,
and the Soho and Barbican Leather
Shoulder Bags.
The Hampstead is quite possibly
one of the world’s largest bags for
cycling. This holdall is a versatile bag

for everyday use. It is large enough to
hold virtually anything you can carry,
and can be attached to a standard rear
rack or worn as a rucksack.

The Hampstead expands to mammoth
proportions which are allowed by the
adjustable straps which secure the bag
at any size. The water-resistant treated
cotton and foldable top ensure that your
contents remain safe from the elements.

The Brixton is a most versatile
satchel, which can be easily expanded
to become a tote. For use as a shoulder
bag, it features a strap similar to that
of the Barbican shoulder bag, the
ends of which can be pulled together

around the waist to increase stability
whilst riding. The dimensions of the
bag are compatible with our Hoxton
Basket, in which it can be comfortably
accommodated when shopping.

The Islington Rucksack features
innovative shoulder straps, which can
be easily adjusted to stabilize the bag
whilst riding. This can be achieved by
either crossing both straps diagonally
over the chest, or alternatively
securing one of the straps laterally
around the waist.

The Soho is manufactured in
England using the same hardwearing
leather used for Brooks Saddles.

Perfect for carrying a small laptop or
touchpad computer, this shoulder bag
features a detachable inner pocket to
safely contain your valuables.

The Barbican features an adjustable
shoulder strap that can be easily secured
around the waist. The strap can be worn
loose to carry the bag over the shoulder
while walking. Then, for increased
comfort while riding, the two ends of the
strap can be pulled together around the

waist and fixed with the ‘Sam Brown’ clip.

ANDREA MENEGHELLI

www.brooksengland.com

THE 1888 CATALOGUE

ighly original bicycle
luggage has been a staple
feature in Brooks
Catalogues since the
1880s. We finally have the
proof that our founder John Boultbee
Brooks started making bags shortly
after filing his first saddle patent
in 1882. We recently managed to
purchase from a London collector the
original 1888 Brooks Catalogue, which
is now the oldest in our historical
archives. A good half of its pages are
taken up with the presentation of
bags: from knapsacks, saddlebags
and camera cases, to holdalls,
toolbags and gladstones; all made of
canvas, waterproof tweed or, surprise

surprise, leather.
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THE BROOKS BLOG NOW LIVE

Keep up with Brooks
and stay tuned!

he Brooks Blog began posting

Nov.I, 2010. With the Brooks

Blog, we will share our

experiences and observations

in the ongoing care and
curation of one of cycling’s oldest
brands, while keeping the Brooks
Community informed of important
news and events.

The idea to write a blog was
initially prompted by the hounding
of communication consultants who
claimed we needed to take advantage
of the new world of Social Media,
or face the dire consequences to
follow. A prophecy we took with
a raised eyebrow, before going
back to making and selling bicycle
saddles and bags. We too are familiar
with the obligatory Company Blog,
Facebook or Twitter Page and didn’t
want to do any of these things until
we had a concept that would make
visiting us worth the trip.

It occurred to us over time that
as a company, we occupy a unique
and privileged position from which
to observe particular realms in the
world of cycling; perhaps there are

few more qualified to comment on

some of these subjects than we.

Our history, experience, involvement,
and reach place us at a crossroads
where tradition meets innovation, sport
mingles with lifestyle, and function
tolerates aesthetics only slightly.

Finally, the diversity of our
team should ensure a supply of
entertaining subject matter.

We are a company, but we are also
individuals, and we encourage
those of us who wish to contribute
to express themselves within the
bounds of decency and respecting
the philosophy of the blog. Our
editorial team might not always
express the company point of view.
This is a risk we already took
with the Brooks Bugle, our yearly
company magazine. We are ready to
risk again in order to offer another
riveting read.

So please, take your time and
enjoy the effort we will spend
keeping our blog entertaining and
relevant, and feel free to comment
and help us preserve and expand on
this proud heritage.

To keep up-to-date with
news, happenings and our random

ramblings, follow us on our blog.

THE BROOKS TEAM

blog.brooksengland.com
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TWEED RUN

Eondon

BROOKS VIDEQS: Visit our YouTube channel to enjoy the “Tweed Run 2010” film and other videos

BROOKS ON YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK

his year we have begun to
devote some of our time in the
maintenance and care of two
famous online ports of call,
YouTube and Facebook.

Our YouTube page houses a number
of documentary videos we have
produced of late, which were created
to better describe the diverse world we
like to call the Brooks Community.

Here you will find videos about
long-distance bike travelers, urban
bike polo players, vintage cycling
enthusiasts, and much more.

As we continue to document the
Brooks community, this page will
continue to grow, so please check

back from time to time to see what we

have added.

Brooks is a traditional company
founded 145 years ago, and therefore
many might assume that we would
find it inappropriate to indulge in
Facebook. But Brooks was never a
“traditional” company.

Brooks has always been a creative
company utilizing the best of what
technology has to offer.

In the case of saddles, technology
peaked with the marriage of metal
and leather. But in communication,
those materials were obsolete long ago.
Therefore Facebook became an obvious
and practical way for us to share
company information as well as items
we find interesting or influential.

So expect the unexpected. Learn
something. Share us with your friends.

While away long moments in waiting
rooms on your personal communications
device. Cure the boredom of sleepless
nights caused by late cups of black tea.
Combat idle clichéd moments with a
book and curl up with Brooks. Surprise
a first date by skipping the movies

and opening up your laptop instead.
Get inspired to plan your next cycling
adventure after your leg has healed.
Fill the rest of your day not already
reserved for reading the Brooks Blog.
Do something good for yourself.

BREGAN FAIKA

ast year’s collaborative project

with Vans was a ride-away

success. The limited edition of

two thousand leather skateboard

shoes produced under our joint
auspices would appear to have already
found close on one thousand pairs of
feet to call ‘home’.

For our part, we are equally happy
to report that nearly all of our limited
edition of Team Pro Vans saddles have
been bolted to seat posts, and are
providing stylish riding comfort to
those astute enough to have grabbed
one while they were still available
through our Dealers of Excellence.

As well-received as this edition

Keep in touch with news and events:

wwaw. facebook.com/Brooks. England

wwaw.youtube.com/brooksengland

-

IN THE MAKING: First pieces on the rivetting bench

VERY LIMITED AND
VERY SPECGIAL

of our numbered Team Pro saddle has
been, and as tempting as it might be to
continue making it, the plate we used
to deboss the artwork into five hundred
leather tops has been officially retired
from active service, so sadly, we won’t
be making any more of them.

This qualifies as bad news, for sure,
but is a necessary part of what makes
Special Editions special.

STEVEN GREEN

TEAM PRO LIMITED EDITION
Just 500 pieces manufactured

-
| =
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BROOKS LOOKS AT JAPAN
WITH PEdAL.E.D CLOTHING

a view towards pioneering a new
market. PEJAL.E.D has been offering
domestically in Japan, mainly through

Pedaling to Dive
into the Earth

Wear for many people’s enjoyment of
such hours will be offered. A full range

of items from jackets to shirts and

his is to announce that

Brooks England Limited

has entered into a capital

tie-up agreement with my

company, Hide &Mc Inc Ltd.,
which offers the line of casual wear

“PEdAL.E.D” for enjoyment of the

time spent with bicycles.
My main brand “PEdAL.E.D”

signifies PEJAL.Earth.Diver, that is,

“pedaling to dive in to the earth”.

By cycling, to feel all kinds of breezes and

scents, and to contemplate about nature.

cut-saws, and from pants to bags, will
be rolled out in unisex while realizing
both stress-free fit and fashionableness
by original pattern work and design,

mainly using natural materials that

Today, Brooks products are sold in

invoke the image of nature but sometimes

also using used wear and materials.

fifty countries around the world with

many cyclists as clientele, and now that

bicycles are becoming recognized as a

lifestyle, Brooks England has selected

the apparel brand PEJAL.E.D designed
by myself as a strategic partner with

bicycle shops and specialty sportswear
shops, wear made primarily of natural
materials that incorporate elements

as sportswear which are necessary in
cycling while meeting the requisites as
fashion. All my collections have been
designed and manufactured in Japan

since I began this project in 2007.

HIDETO SUZUKI

www.pedaled.jp

GONTEMPLATION: Hideto Suzuki in his studio and with his bicycle.

ROOKS DEALERS OF EXGELLENGE

TOPANGA GREEK BIGYGLES: One of our hest Dealers of Excellence in Los Angeles, CA

Travelling around
North America
to meet our
excellent dealers

n 2010 I won the lottery!

Well, kind of. I was hired by

Brooks England to perform

a long trip around North

America in order that I might
provide the company with a better
understanding of the market, and
support our distributor Highway2.

I spent seven months on
the road, travelling across all
Canada and bouncing like a
pinball around most parts of the
United States.

It was gratifying to receive
first hand confirmation that
Brooks is as well-loved on this
continent as it is on most others.

I will always keep in my
memories the endless hours
driving snow or shine and the
magnificent landscapes perfect for
a bicycle ride.

From a human point of view
Ilook forward to meeting again
the nice people I met in the bicycle
shops during my visits, who
welcomed a slightly mad (but in
a good way) Italian at their door
with open arms and warm hearts.

In this period of time I had the

chance to witness the conscious

evolution of the American cycling

market. Cycling is not only seen
as a wonderful sport but also as
an alternative efficient way of
transport. This has led people to
appreciate more simple bicycle
models, like the European
classical urban ones .

We observe some new
American brands that build
bicycles with European geometries
and styles and we’re becoming
aware of the increasing exports
towards USA of some of the
best known North European
manufacturers.

Brooks of course is one of the
best interpreters of the needs of
the urban cyclist who approaches
the bicycle for commuting.

The comfort of a leather saddle is
unquestionable.

With the people in the shops I
used to tell this joke : “ Have you
ever seen a cowboy riding a plastic
saddle? There must be a reason for
it!” Well at Brooks England we
know the answer.

I have met some of the best
dealers in all North America and
built together with them their
own page on our dealer locator.

Once there, you can be directed
to your nearest stockist; maybe
yow’ll pay them a visit to check out
the new Brooks England products
for 2011. Cheers!

GIANMARCO MIONI

www.brooksengland.com
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We wish to thank our special
correspondents and the
contributing editors.

We invite those who wish to
contribute to future issues of
The Bugle to post their stories
on our website, or contact us
directly via e-mail at:

thebugle@brookseng]and.com
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DXFORD ROLL UP RAIN CA
FOR DISCERNING CYGLIS

Cycling ponchos and sou’westers were repeatedly
. lfeatured in ghe JB Brooks & Co catalogues of the
1930s. The origin;‘articles of oilskin clothing .
inspired the John Boultbee team to re-introduce
a weatherproof garment for ylng
The Oxford Cape was re-created in London by a
team of fashion designer wh e also avid cyclists.
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